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Hanoy Holidars tao all of -yau aut there. It’s hard tao believe this 

issue marks the end of almost two full rears of publishing the GLF. 

The January issue will mark the beginning of our third rear as the 

cidest GL ceriadica} in the States. We thank all of rau fear 

subscribina and hope wau to continue toa do so throughout the coming 

year. 


We were in Las Vegas attending COMDEX, the huge computer shaw held 
there every year. Over 148,860 people attended, making it the largest 
computer show in the wortd. Unfortunately the GL was nat there but we 
Kept Dumping into "GL people" sa to speak. Andy Pennel? was there. who 
wrate The GbOS Companion. Hisoft was there, as was Metacomca. These 
jagt two companies were exhibiting in the Atari booth. haga ir ST 
titles have been receiving high praise from blebster in EYTE maga ‘ 
It’s at least nice to see that starting with a GL definitely les 2 
Bigger and better things and we hope this if Rew rou view your 
association with the QL. 


As we have said before, the Atari ST really has nothing on the QL 
exceot for a4 much better marketing effort, something Sinclair never 
had. The four Psion programs, especially since ther come with the QL. 
are much better than most of the business programs cut now aon the ST. 


In other mews, Sir Clive Sinclair ‘remember him??? mow has tue new 
companies ince zelling QL and Spectrum richts to Amstrad back in 
Aprii of this year. The first, Anamartic, is concerned with wafer 
scale integration which we have reported an in earlier editians af the 
Report. The secand company is called Moduliser and is working on 
Pandora, Sinclair’s portable computer. Based in Cambridge, Sir Clive 
retained the rights to this project after the sell-off to Amstrad. 


Pandora will not, as had been widely reported earlier, be Spec 
compatible, Instead, it will run CP/M. The display will na longer 
utilise his flat screen technology but will rely on conventiona 
display. Sinclair hopes to launch the portable sometime early next 
year, 


It is rather irenic that one reason Sinclair was forced ta sell out ta 
Amstrad was due to SRL “s quality cantroltor lack af it} which was 
affecting sales. le hear now that Amstrad’s new version of the 
Spectrum, the 12842, has been withdrawn from the shelves of Baots. one 
of the larger U.K. retailers due to a reported 4@% returm-defective 
rate. 


Far thase of you who have I.C.E. but wish rau could also run Tony 
Tebby’s Toolkit II which is also a ROM cartridge, good news. We now 
have Tony’s SUPER TOGLKIT on microdrive cartridge as well as FROM 
cartridge. The microdrive version is supplied in a configurable far 
sa that parts af the Toolkit may be left aut if ther are not required. 
The full Toolkit occupies about idk betes. a minimum useful Toolkit 
gccupies about ik bytes. 


¥ 

We have just receieyd ICICLE from Eidersoft. their new front-end 
ican-based software far the Psion programs ¢ and others). Written br 
Barry Ashfield of Psientific, it looks excellent. We will have more 
information on the package next month. What the program does is al law 
you to create icons for use from within proaramstincluding the Psion 
anes? IF vou have I.C.E. or the MICE system. If you have version 1.5 
or earlier of 1.C.8., ICICLE will not work. We are going to see if we 
can get updated ROMS from Eidersoft and will Keep you posted. 


The one part of ICICLE we have used is an option which allows you ta 
incorporate icons into QLWP . By altering the Q@LWP BOOT program and 
transferring the QUILLLICICLE task to your QLWF backup cartridae ‘ar 
disk?, vou will be able ta see how functienal ICICLE is. Remember when 
changing the BOOT proaram to substitute Q@LWP for GUILL. When rau boat 
up your word processing pragram, you will see a title screen for 
ICICLE briefly and then your normal GLWP screen with Fi for help. Fo 
for commands, etc. will appear. 


All looks normal until you either click the right Button on yrour mouse 
or type CONTROL and (27>. The the ICICLE menu appears in 4 windaw, Yau 
then have full pointer control to goto whichever page rou want, get & 
directory from mdy, flo, or ram, gqeto the top or battom of the 
document, load, save, or use a spool faclity. You alsa can ZAP your 
document, format, search and replace, etc. Jp tea 54 commands or text 
or whatever can be set up. In addition, there are pre-des:aned icans 
for date, address, paragraph 1,2, etc., print to printer, print to lis 
file, and a few other features. All of these icons as we said are 
pre-designed but, ICICLE allows you to create them yvaurself. Nat anir 
to design the icon but alsa ta specify what text or command, etc. rou 
want to appear or happen when you click the appropriate icon. 


For example, when you click the date icon from within GLUIP, the 
current date will be written into your decument. If vou click address. 
whatever the pre-defined address that rou put into that particular 
ican is, will be written inta vour document. &s we said earlier, we 
will be experimenting with [TCICLE and keep wou posted with mare 
information on this fine program next month. 


DIRECTORY INTO MEMORY 
amESE Smee by Marshalt Stibes -- 


I have seen a number of programs using a microdrive file cantainina 4 
directory listing. The problem is copying, deleting, etc. as using the 
file means that the file must be accessed for each task and slows 
operatians down to a crawl. Utilizing the following listing af 
PROCedure’s can allow you ta write utilities in SuperBASIC far 
directory displays, various copy schemes, etc. I have written a 
partial emulation of MS-DOS commands for copying files from one drive 
to another without having te put in extra keystrokes deleting files 
and to perform backups of files with similar extensions and so on. If 
you delete line 138 and write a PROCedure like- 1400 DEFine PROCedure 
m2:drive$="mdv2Z_"sEND DEFine m2, and likewise for mdvi_, you have 
created a means for default drive switching. The sample PROCedures I 
have in the listing are called by typing dm, initially, and then dp as 
direct commands. Make sure you have a cartridge in the drive for best 
results! Once dm has executed you can type dp to yvour heart’s content 
until vou feel the need to check the drive for any changes by typing 


dm oor dmidg. There is na need to run the pragram at ail. Just use the 
commands dm and dp after loading. To.use this type of thing or any 
extensions vou may add ta it with other programs you ill want ta 
renumber to high or very tow numbers. Lock over the Tisting and 
remember that this is just the start of possibilities. not an end in 


itself... 

1@@ REMark If: directory pracedures, 1996, Marshall Stiles 
{26 DEFine PROCedure dm : REMark directory inte memory 
138) drivet="mdvi_" 

i4d@ ORPEN_LNEL #4,drivet&"directary" 

iS@ OTF #4,drivet 

168 CLOSE #4 

17@ GPEM_LIN #4, driveé"directary” 

18@ entry tcnt=@ : REMark get = count of files 

17h REPeat loop 

286 INPUT #4,entr+¢ 

21@ entryvlcntsentrricntti 


228 IF EGF( #4) THEN EXIT laopl 
23@ END FEPeat laagpi 
CLOSE #4 


ul 
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256 DIM digtentryecnt,18) : FEMark store directory in memar» 
244 OPEN_IN #4,driveta"directary" 

278 centi=i 

2E0@ REPeat loaop2 

278 INPUT #4, entryvt 

3a@ IF entry$os"directory”® 

Sig enti=cntit+i 

32h diticntidsentr vt 

238 END IF 

3468 TF EQFC#4) THEN EXIT loop? 

254 END REPeat looped 

36@ CLOSE #4 

37@ DELETE drivet&"directory" : REMark aqet rid of temporary file 


386 END DEFine dm 

568 DEFine FROCedure dp : FEMark display directory paused 
s°8 sc=t 

S6@ FOR i=i TO enti 

298 sc=scti 

saa IF esc=Z26@ THEN 


418 PRINT To 12:"Press 5s tery to continue..." 
S26 KS=INKEY#:1F k¢="" THEN GO TO 626 
636 sc 


644 END IF 
538 IF i323 


&S FRINT di¢¢id 

a? ELSE 

Sce PRINT TO 12: disci; 

S7a END IF “ 


7@@ END FOR i 

7i@ PRINT TO 12; cnti-3i" files...* 
r2@ END DEFine dp 

oe 


Mr. D.E. Sullivan of the U.K. has an interesting war to attempt ta 
recover lost ARCHIVE files(somethina most of us have tried to do at 
one time or another>. He writes: 
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“Having jiaboriously created a bock catalogue using QL ARCHIVE, 

my on then lest it all when the machine was switched off while 

the file was still open. All subsequent attempts to read the 
file resulted in the message, “Wrong Fite Trpe’. He wae 
understandably dismayed at the praspect of having to type it all 
back inf RGSIN... 
i therefore decided te Jlaok at haw ARCHI s tiles are 
constructed. Br copring «a good ARCHIVE Fil to the screen if 
became apparent that the first 14 bytes are composed of a 2 byte 
contral field followed by a label of the form ‘“vrmifb¢a°. On the 
corructed file, the 3rd byte had been replaced Er 4 null 
characterthex @@). In the nope that this was the only difference 
between the good and bad file, I used the following program te 
read the file into memory. POKE a “s" back into the 3rd byte. 
and write the fite back out aqain ta aA spare formatted 
cartridge. 1 then re-booted ARCHIVE, crossed my fingers and 
loaded what ogroved to be a perfectly useable file ance more. I 
had had no idea how much space ta reserve and the 26GB Was 
therefore very much «a wild quess fon the assumption that an 
excess would not matter>?. & quick scan of selected recards 
including the first and last oan the file showed that it was 
complete. 


i) 0 
oO 
ni 


166 LET n=RESFRS 2aa8e> 

118 REMark load corrupted dbf as a stream of byrtesi- 

124 LCEYTES mdvi_filename dbf .n 

126 PORE n+Z, CODE( ‘uv’ >:REMark overwrite corrupted ard byte 
14@ SBYTES mdvZ_filename_dbf.n. 20064 


- 
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It may be necessary to experiment with the space ta be 
but other users of GRCHIVE may well feel it 
losing an entire file. fin my son's case, he 
around ta creating a back-up version of his fil 


We want te remind vou that in cur opinion, the Psion version Las S 
miaqht be worthwhile if ther were offered as 4 free upaorade, but 
offered as we have heard at a price of 9.95 each we feel is 
excessive. ARCHIVE still has a buq in the index file soa you cannot 
increase the number of records you have with wour version 2.1 by 
buying the version 2.3 . EASEL does have a few new printer drivere, 
including ones for color printers and might be a worthwhile purchase 
if vou have such a printer. The other twa programs really offer 
nothing new that justifies paying for the updated programs. 


We have past issues af SINCLAIR GL WORLD qaing back to September and 


atill have a few August issues left. We also have plenty of Back 
jasues of SINCLGIR USER and YOUR COMPUTER. If you ave not tried 
either of the last tuo. we are affering either SINCLAIR USER ar YOUR 


COMPUTER at the price of $2.5@ each when ordered with at least one GL 
WORLD sa you can see what ther are like. Offer limited ta one copy of 
each at that price four choice of which month) when purchased with at 
least one GLU. 


We are beginning to get in GL parts. We have membranes, ExS341 and 
2X8382 chips. We also have microdrive rollers, microdrive switches. 
and microdrive mators. Plus the HAL chiptiéLSCN), the Ferranti 


Boy 


ULACPZGOG@7ZES). and an assortment of other parts including ZTMESiTS, 2TH 
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Si3’s, and ZTX Sif’s. We can‘send you a complete tist of parts Bru t 
many items will mot have prices vet. Far reference purposes you may 
want ta keep it sc you Know what is available. We will be adding parts 


as the need dictates. I1# we da nat have something in stock, it will 
take appraximately 3-4 weeks to get it in. Next month we will have a 
detailed report on the workings of the @L. It will be a "mini" service 


manual which should help «a lot of understand haw to do a limited 
amount of work oan your own GL. The 7SS05 chip which we mentioned last 
manth we have on order and should be here shorti>r. 


We de want to emphasize that any work undertaken oan your GL while 
under warranty will void that warranty. Any parts purchased from Curry 
Computer will be replaced if proven defective. We cannot and will nat 
be responsible for any damage tao your computer due toa negligence ar 
improper installation of materials. With the Service Manual and a 
little caution, you should be able to fix most probleme on rour own. 
T¢ it’s stifl under warranty, let wour dealer worry about it for & 
Plus. 


Ro o& OD Technology of Tucson (Rich Moldovan} now has GLTERM version 2.4 
available. This is « highly modified version of the first terminal 
program that was released inta the public domain several months aqa. 
It can Support baud rates of up ta 24868 with no loss of characters, 
and has ‘auto-dialing’ when connected ta a HAYES compatible madem. 
It has full text file send and capture along with xmodem transfers for 
error free sending and recieving of bath basic and machine cade 


programs. It is also fully multi-tasking under Qdas. This means it 
ig possible ta run other programs while the terminal program i¢ 
sending or recieving files (It has succesfully sent a 68K file ta 


anather system at 2444 baud while trying to ‘high score” missile 
command). The pregram is available for $19.95 and will rum on an 
un-expanded GL. It fully supports and will run from either microdrives 
or floppxs. The cost of QLTERM is #1%9.75 and ie available from us ar 
from Rich. Richard Maldovan, 7414 E. Curnavaca FPl., Tucson AZ SS7148 


We are goina ta end this issue of OLR with the results from our Reader 


Survey which was in our Getober issue. We hope you will find the 
results interesting. We want to thank all of you who took the trouble 
ta fi7] out the form and return it ta us. We were slightly 


disappointed that more of vou did not return the survey but we did aet 
enough of a response ta form some apinions on the QL market here in 
the States and in Canada. If demand dictates. we will do another 
surver next year, 


To begin with, 20% of GLR readers returned the survey ta us. AS we 
stated earlier, we were hoping for a larger response to more 
adequately determine what -yraur needs were. There is alwarvs the 
possibility that a significant per centage of QLR readers no longer 
use their GL’s but we hope this is not the case. 


Geographically, the largest per centage of QL owners is situated in 
the Eastern U.S. with 31% of the total, followed by the Southt224), 
West(1é4>,and Mid-West(13%). Canada and the Southwest each had 9% of 
the total. 


Regarding age of owner, 73% were in the 3@-5@ category, 24% in the 


over S@fincluding a few gentlemen over 8@!), and oniy 74 were in the 
t8-3@ category. We did not qet responses from anyone under 18 who 
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owned a GL. All of the respondents were male. we did nat receive a 
questionaire back from any women. 


Not surprisingly, all owners had JSU ROM Gls except for one wha had 
an @H and ane who had a JS. Also coming as no surprise is the fact 


} coer Z4N of respondents have had their machines replaced due to 
defects of one form ar another. 2@N have had their G@L replacec ance. 
t 


ot 
x 
. 
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Lik twice, one person has had i replaced three times, ard one 
persevering soul has had his machine replaced four times! As toa the 
reasans for their regolacement, 424% was due to video “freeze-up, 24% for 
woitage regulator, 164% due to microdrive two, and 1Sh was for vari cus 
reasans including Kerboards, microdrive ane, etc, 


Most respondents bought their OL from dealers(é6@h) while the remaining 
49% bought from Gmerican Express or Sinclair Research direct. Gut of 
the dealer total, the majority bought from only three or four 
different ieee ae Foundation Systems had Fs of the dealer total. 4 
sianificant per centage, which shows that JTarge ads doa par off. It 
alsa should shaw rou the customer that the =) i im any 


} 
way connected to the "size" of a dealer’s reliab: 


Onixy 42% have unexpanded machines. S84 have extra memory and of thase, 
83% have 5Si2k RAMs and i?% have 256K memory. Of all of these, the 
majority were from Miracle Systems. one was from PCML, and another 
owner was uncertain whoa the manufacturer was. 


244 af respondents have disk drives of one sort or another. 
Surpriginagly 624 of disk drive owners have al drives, Only i6h af 


du 

drive owners da nat use 5 1/4" drives. Na one responded saying ther 
had 3" although we did get responses from 3 142" owners, Regarding 
which manufacturer, Shugart had 36%, Teac 2&4, MPI PM, and 25h "did 
not Know." Cumana was the best-selling disk interface at 69%. CST had 
a 156% share and Kempston and Delta epiit es remaining isa. 

The majority(@94%) of respondents own printers. Of this tate 
Sinclair printers, 14% own Epson, 12% cwn Gemini, 18 cun Br : 
44% own "“other"- Seikasha, C. Itoh, etc. Feople with a par 
printer held a slight edge(S3> over those wha owned serial . 


Concerning video display, only 3% were using = TH, 444 used a4 
manochroame monitar, ee 53¢é had PGE color displays. Of the RGB cuwners, 
SOM were using Sincla beand monitors. The rest were fairly evenly 
divided (¢3-4% each) Oe teeen Zenith, Magnavox, FPanasanic, Radia Shack, 
Sears, Taxan, and Sony. Guer 38% of respondents were clever enough ta 
make their oun cable. 


Only 2@% af respondents cuned a madem. Gf those, 64% owned the Avatex 
3460/1288 baud modem, 274% had Radio Shack, and 12% "didn’t Know." 
Approximately 39% were using 1240@ baud. The majority ‘aver FH4) had 
the Modapter. 


Slightly aver 75x of respondents had a ROM cartridge of one sort ar 
another. Of those, 64% had 1.C.E., {64 had TOOLKIT I[1, ?.54 had 
Metacomco’s LATTICE C, 5% PASCAL, and the rest were varied‘ APL, MICE, 
etc.j. 


More than two-thirds of the respondents(674) use their GL strictly for 


personal use. As to why they bought the computer, 32% liked Sinclair, 
another 324 liked the cost, 134% bought for the Psion programs, %4 far 
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the features, and the rest for various reasons. 


Slightly less than half af the respondents(41%) use their GL on the 
average of ane hour per dax. SIM use it for two hours per Gay and the 
rest use it for “more than two hours." More than half( Se? use GLWP 
more than any other Psion program. 344 use GLDB, 14% GLSS, and no one 
said ther use QLEAG which is interesting. The least used program was 
none other than GLBG( 462%) followed by GLSS( 20%), GLDBti243, and GLilP 
£443. GLDE ty far’ ?4%) was felt to be the moet difficult program ta 
learn. Gnly 13% felt QLBG was, followed by 18% for QLS5, anc 2% far 
QLUF. And, GLWPO7B4) was felt to be the easiest ta learn, with the 
other three Psion programs equally divided at 1#) each as being the 
next easiest, 


Your chaices for best software, hardware, book, etc. were v 
are going ta mentian only the top three winners in each © 
dicpense with straight percentages for the mast part. 


ied $a we 
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1. SuperaBasic Handbook 2. Advanc = 
3. Blueprint Series {Archive, Abacus, Gu 
Best Utility Program: 1. Cartridge Doctor 2. Toolkit I1 

3. 1.C.E6. and Supercharge (tied for Srd> 


Best Language Program: 1. Lattice C Z. Metacomca Assembler 3. Pascal 
Best Graphics Program: i. Peintre 2. GraphiGL 3. Techni@e 


Best Game: 1. Psion Chess 2. Wanderer 2. Flight Simulator and 
karate (tied: 


Worst Game: t. Night Nurse 2. Lands of Havoc &. Giue 
Most Useful Program: 1. GLWP 2. GLDB 3. GLSS and Assembler Workbench 


Best Software House: 1. Psion and Talent 2. Gigital Precision 

s. Eidersoft 

Best Froagramming Aide: 1. Toolkit II 2. Assembler Workbench 
3. No ciear winner 


Program of the Year: There was no clear cut winner but COSMOS did 
receive more votes than any other. Gthers mentioned were FLIGHT 
SIMULATOR, I.C.E., NUCLEON, SUPERCHARGE, SUPER MEDIG MANAGER and 
others toc mumerous to mention. 


Leman of The Year: Aqain no clear cut winner but among thase mentianed 
were QLUE, MACHINE CODE TUTOR, NIGHT NURSE. HOME ACCOUNTS, MVROOM, 
ZAPPER, SCRABBLE, MAIL LIST, WO UTILITY, GSPELL., GRAPHIGL, and 
ASSEMBLER WORKBENCH, 


Regarding future purchases, 2@% said ther intend to purchase disk 
drives, 16% said ther were planning to buy a modem, 14% said they 
would buy another GL, a mouse and a monitor tied at 14%, 7% planned an 
purchasing 4 printer, and 6% said ther would buy THOR, the new QL by 
CST“EIDERSOFT. The rest was divided between hard drives, memary, and 4 
different computer. 


¥ 
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When asked what new orogreams ther would like to see, 26% wanted 
Desktop Publishing ¢we should have FRONT PAGE in for ceviemw fr next 
iesue), La.Sy wanted MS-DOS camps ttability, tGiowanted a “better” word 
processor, anather 148 went for "U.S. business grograms,” and the rest 
was divided between I.0.6. compatible pragrame, PO Board designers, 
amodem, and gtatietical ore a 

When asked ta rate the dealers ther regularly bought from, the 
majority were pleased at the service given when filling orders. In all 
deaier categories, including displar of technical Knowledge, stocking 
of new products, prompt replacement of defectives, and the at an 
W.S. dealers scored above SH on the average. 


GL gwners Oy occupation crake down as fo} lowe: is were 
“prafessionals", ie, Gactars, iawrers,professors, chemists, etc. Sih 
were in os technical profession such as pragrammer, electranics 
Operator, cansultant engineer, communication analyst. About 4&4. were 
students. Military personnel cansisted af 44. Retirees constituted 12% 
ef the total. The remaining GQ% had a wide variety af prafessiane 
including locksmith, marketing rep, grocery stare clerk, heating and 
oil service, security afficer, self-employed, unemplowved, and 


canstructian. 


Aimest one quarter, 244% of respondents belonged ta GUANTA, the GL 
1 ¥ 


users group in England. & you had never heard cof the 
organization sa we are Da seve iqoaan address here you can write ta for 
mare information. GUANTS publishes a manthiy newsletter and has a huge 
librarytover 4@@ programs) coarnecne for purchase ty members at a very 
nominal fee. The address is: 

Brian Fain, Secretary QUANTA 

24, Oxford Street 

Stone Stratford 

Milton Keynes MEKIL JU 

ENGLAND 
You must goin By writing England but U.S. members may purchase the 
library from Sub-librarian Tom Gent, F@14 Flicker Flace, Colombia, MDB 


2164s. 


Mine percent belonged ta a U.S. users group. 33% said they would buy a 
THOR if it was available. 


Tt i & Significant statistic that mare TS18@@ or 2X81 quners wha mar 
or may not also have bought a 2868, bought a QL. 764% who had the above 
bought a GL. 45% had 2468’s. 164% had never cuned a Sinclair computer 
before. If they awned another computer, Commodore or Radia Shack were 
the most common fallowed by TI, IBM, Atari and Apole 


We hope you find this survey interesting. It seems, im summing up, 
that peaple wha found Sinclair back in 1982-3 with the 2X81 are the 
ones who really like his computers. Hopefully, we will dao a second 
surver next yvear and be able ta see how the statistics change. 


From all of us here we wish all of you a very Happy Holiday Season and 
hope 1787 brings rou joy and prosperity. Until next month, enjoy “our 
OL. 


